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The Politics of Plastic

In these last days of November 2024, the fifth session of the Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee
will meet in Busan, South Korea, to develop an internationally legally binding instrument on plastic
pollution, including in the marine environment. 170 governments and 600 observer organisations are
due to attend. The Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme summed up the
hopes of the week’s negotiations: “Our job in Busan this week is clear, agree on a treaty that puts us on
the road to delivering a plastic pollution free future once and for all.”

https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/press-release/decisive-fifth-session-negotiations-global-
plastic-pollution-treaty

A number of the world’s organisations have emphasised that the treaty must include four essential
measures across the entire plastic lifecycle. They range from global bans and phase-outs of the most
harmful and problematic plastic products and chemicals, to aligning financial flows and resources to
support nations in a just transition.

https://wwf.panda.org/wwf _news/press_releases/?12853966/INC-5-The-people-have-spoken-and-
they-want-a-strong-global-plastic-pollution-treaty-now

This link explores the implications and analyses of the following: “Our goal is to end plastic pollution by
2040 through a circular economy where all plastics are responsibly managed during production, use
and end of life, enabling a climate neutral plastic industry.”

https://plasticseurope.org/changingplasticsforgood/global-plastics-treaty/

The World Plastics Council and the Global Plastics Alliance call on South Africa to help secure a treaty
to end plastics pollution. They also argue for building circularity into the entire life-cycle of plastics and
waste management. This article helpfully explores various key and additional recommendations.
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/world-plastics-council-and-global-plastics-alliance-
members-call-on-south-african-government-to-help-secure-a-treaty-to-end-plastics-
pollution-2024-11-20

An open letter from different stakeholders to South African ministers and negotiators, prior to the
November 2024 meeting in Busan, calls for ambitious global action to end plastic pollution.

https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2024-11-24-calling-on-governments-to-deliver-business-
coalition-for-a-global-plastics-treaty/

Recently WWF South Africa described their list of ‘must haves’ for an effective global plastics treaty.
https://www.wwf.org.za/?50544 /These-are-the-must-haves-for-an-effective-global-plastics-treaty

In 2023 the then Environment Minster, Barbara Creecy, outlined the government’s approach and
priorities with regard to the treaty.
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/south-africa-seeks-to-secure-global-plastics-pollution-
treaty-by-balancing-competing-interests-creecy-2024-04-12
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The current Deputy Minister of Environment Forestry and Fisheries, Bernice Swarts, made some
opening comments to stakeholders prior to the Busan meeting. She highlighted the three key areas
which the government has prioritised.

https://www.gov.za/news/speeches/deputy-minister-bernice-swarts-opening-remarks-during-
national-stakeholder

In an article ahead of the meeting a Catholic journal looked, from a somewhat religious point of view, at
where the emphasis should lie - either in reducing production or in more assiduous re-cycling.

https://international.la-croix.com/laudato-si/international-plastic-treaty-reduce-production-or-focus-
on-recycling

Also using Catholic Social Teaching as a basis, this article looks at plastic pollution and water in the light
of the teaching on care of creation.

https://www.occatholic.com/how-can-we-protect-our-waters-from-plastic-pollution/

This critical push towards a comprehensive treaty deserves significant support as it is literally a matter
of life or death. Every polluting act is an act of disrespect to others and to our planet and a part of the
destruction of our legacy to future generations. This treaty could provide an historical commitment to
reverse the pathologies linked to plastic pollution, and offer our environment - especially our marine
environment - a chance to breathe again. We owe it to the generations yet to come. As the actor
Leonardo DiCaprio once said: “Plastic pollution is a global issue, killing wildlife, contaminating our
oceans and waters and lasting far longer than it is used.”
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