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Migrants, Refugees and Displaced Persons

The tragic event of the death of a refugee and the number of injuries sustained by others in a stampede 
outside the Refugee Reception Centre in Pretoria is profoundly symptomatic of the wide range of 
maladies surrounding the realities of displaced persons in South Africa and, despite some recent 
improvements, the dysfunction that characterises the Department of Home Affairs. It is compounded by 
xenophobia of growing proportions and narratives that seek to normalise these regressive tendencies. 
This Digest captures some of that toxicity.

The Chairperson of the Home Affairs Portfolio Committee expressed distress at the death of the refugee 
during what was widely reported as a ‘stampede’ on 20th August.  At least 20 people were injured in the 
same incident. Mr Chabane said that it added to the urgency of finalising plans to establish DHA offices 
at points of entry into South Africa so that documentation could be settled immediately. He also called 
for the DHA to work with others in order to establish the reason for the stampede, and to ensure that 
such a terrible event never occurs again.
https://www.parliament.gov.za/press-releases/media-statement-home-affairs-chairperson-calls-
speedy-conclusion-assessment-refugee-reception-closer-ports-entry

Advocacy organisations in the refugee and migrant sector pointed out that the levels of frustration, 
anger at long queues, corruption in the queueing process, and queue jumping, have added significantly 
to refugees’ levels of desperation, and are contributing to very toxic environments.
https://www.sowetanlive.co.za/news/south-africa/2024-08-22-stampede-at-refugee-centre-
highlights-problems-for-refugee-seekers-in-sa/#google_vignette

The poison of xenophobia continues to flow into all aspects of national life and social relationships. One 
absolutely tragic example has been the case of one of the contestants for the Miss South Africa pageant, 
who was hounded for daring to enter while supposedly not being a South African. Despite the fact that 
she was born in South Africa of a South African mother and a Nigerian father, her eligibility was queried 
on grounds of nationality. Among those calling for her departure from the competition was cabinet 
minister Gayton McKenzie. Subsequently, there have been allegations of identity theft by the mother; if 
these are correct, then it yet again points to the levels of corruption and dysfunction within the DHA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R93yi9mQkns
https://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/miss-south-africa-xenophobic-abuse-nigerian-
father-b2590062.html

On a positive note in the world of competitions, this year’s Paris Olympic Games was the third games to 
host a refugee team drawn from itinerant communities. The first team contested in Rio in 2016, with 
ten athletes; in Paris 37 participated. The IOC Refugee Olympic Team represents more than 100 million 
forcibly displaced people worldwide. It is a testimony to the resilience of refugees, and offers hope and 
a sense of belonging to them.
https://olympics.com/en/olympic-refuge-foundation/refugee-team
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/olympic-refugee-team-2024/
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The DHA says that it hopes to have dealt with all outstanding applications for visas and permits by 
Christmas of this year, and is also intensifying the fight against fraudulently issued IDs and passports. It 
states further that, over the last three months, it has already cleared half of the outstanding 306 000 
applications.
https://www.timeslive.co.za/sunday-times/news/2024-08-18-home-affairs-cuts-visas-and-permits-
backlog-in-half/

On 17th August, Operation Dudula renewed the call for all spaza shops to be owned solely by South 
Africans and that, where foreign nationals own spaza shops, they should be made to contribute 30 per 
cent of their takings to community organisations in the areas in which they operate. This campaign is 
yet another example of xenophobic sentiment being ratcheted up.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=qNJEHmuat3E

The Eastern Cape High Court has ordered DHA to pay a possible R1m to an ‘illegal’ foreigner for 
wrongful detention. The many defects in the process, which were the grounds for the payment, indicated 
a basic disregard for due process when dealing with foreign nationals. At play here amongst other issues 
was the Court’s insistence that allegedly illegal foreign nationals must be brought to court in person 
within 48 hours of their arrest. This was ignored in this case.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=qNJEHmuat3E

Although it is of uncertain significance, it is worth noting that a recent Pew survey found that, while 
Christians make up 30% of the world’s population, they constitute 47% of the international migrant 
population.
https://aleteia.org/2024/08/20/most-international-migrants-today-are-christian-study-finds?utm_
medium=email&utm_source=sendgrid&utm_campaign=EM-EN-Newsletter-Daily-&utm_
content=Newsletter&utm_term=20240820

Well known researcher Dr Jakkie Cilliers, of the Institute for Security Studies, has pointed out in this 
important article that, rather than reinforcing borders and talking of total exclusion of all foreigners, 
governments should be reaching out to make agreements with skilled workers. He points out that slow 
growth in Africa and other parts of the world, with growing poverty and unemployment, are key push 
factors; while declining populations and the need for labour in other countries speak of their need for 
skilled workers. Ways of meeting these needs should give emphasis to possibilities such as low-skilled 
visas. Many argue that this is an option that South Africa should pursue.
https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2024-08-11-large-scale-future-migration-will-reshape-
global-demographics/?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=business_maverick

Many undocumented persons are arrested, and often repatriated, for not having asylum documents 
when it is very clear that they have real difficulty in accessing them online and that there are few 
possibilities for in-person registration. In some cases arrests occur while they are waiting for the 
renewal of asylum papers. The Scalabrini Centre has applied for an interdict preventing law enforcement 
agencies from arresting and detaining such new asylum seekers.
https://groundup.org.za/article/diepsloot-asylum-seekers-struggling-to-get-documents-for-years-
say-they-live-in-fear-of-being-arrested-daily/
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