Re-examining our understanding
of unemployment & employment
in South Africa

In May, Statistics South Africa released its latest unemployment figures, indicating that the unemployment rate rose to 32.9%.
According to their data, 16,7 million people are employed while 8,2 million are unemployed. Some argue, however, that the
unemployment rate is probably far less if we take into account that those in the informal/township economy, who earn an
income through income-generating activities or so-called ‘side-hustles’, are often not included in the employment statistics.
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